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CHAPTER XV,

FORECASTING BY SYNOPTIC CHARTS.
STATEMENT OP THE PROBLEM.

BY synoptic forecasting we mean that branch of weather-
prevision which is carried on by means of synoptic charts.
The forecaster in a central bureau is in telegraphic com-
munication with observers for many hundred miles round.
From their reports he constructs synoptic charts at such
intervals as seem necessary. To the indications which
he derives from the appearance of these maps, he adds
all his own accumulated experience of the nature of the
meteorology, and the motion of depressions in his own
country ; and also such knowledge of the recurrent
periods of different kinds of weather as he may be
acquainted with. From, all that he forms his own
judgment as to what changes are likely to take place, and
ispies his forecast accordingly.

"; From the nature of things there can never be many
&mas$$r& The rapid nature of meteorological changes
TBafce&the employment of the electric telegraph absolutely
and the great expense which is thereby in*